[bookmark: _Hlk71293780]BURROUGH GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk:	Karen Peck, email: clerk@burroughgreenparishcouncil.org.uk  
Chair:	Tom Rusk


NOTICE OF MEETING:		Full Parish Council - Burrough Green 
TIME:					6.30pm			
DATE:				Monday 20th January 2025
VENUE:	Reading Room

MEMBERS		6
VACANCIES		1
QUORUM		3 


Minutes
In attendance: Councillor Rusk (TR) Chairman, Way (GW), Monks (AM) and Batting (Vice Chairman) MB. District Councillor Lay and 3 members of the public.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk169596765]200125/1	CHAIRMANS WELCOME
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

200125/2	TO RECORD APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
		Councillor Khan – work commitments. Apologies accepted.
		County and District Councillor Sharp – work commitments.

200125/3		MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
			GW – Village Green

200125/4		TO RECEIVE DISTRICT AND COUNY COUNCIL REPORTS
			County and District Councillor Sharp
		Buses
I mentioned last month that at the Transport & Infrastructure Committee on 4th November, the proposed new routes were discussed and that officers stated that they were unable to provide details about the new routes as this was commercially confidential due to ongoing negotiations but would be released shortly.
I have continued to chase for the information, even if it was on a confidential basis, but with no success.
As an update to this released on Thursday 9th January, the CPCA has released a statement saying that the tender process will have to commence again for the new routes.
With the election upcoming in May 2025, it is unlikely that anything will happen before then.
In the meantime, the mayor has pushed through a proposal to retain the bus fares at £2 per journey, after the Government’s decision to increase the fare to £3.
This will be funded by some of the money not used on the extra routes, but only until the end of March 2025, as the budget is not available after then, which is a totally unsustainable use of public money.
Whilst lower fares are welcome, they need to be sustainable and lower fares are no use when there is no bus service, as promised as part of the 200% increase in the mayoral precept, which residents have seen no extra bus services yet.
The handling of the extra bus services has been very poor by the Combined Authority.
                             Council Reorganisation
There has been a large amount of press coverage around the proposed white paper issued by the Government.
It is true that there are too many layers of local government, with the Combined Authority, County Council, District Councils, Parish Councils and Cambridge has the GCP as well.
It seems inevitable that one layer will go, with one or two unitary authorities set up.
As Cambridgeshire already has a mayor, it is unlikely that they will be in the first wave, so it is likely that the County Council elections in 2025 will go ahead, but changes will come into place over the next few years, with the GCP becoming part of the Combined Authority jurisdiction.
Conservative Motion on tax on Family Farms
At the County Council meeting on 10th December, a Conservative motion asking the Council to support writing to Government expressing their disagreement with the measures proposed received majority support, except for Labour members of Council. Whilst this will do little to persuade Government of the error that they have made, it does demonstrate the feeling in what is a rural county.
Kingsway Solar
I have massive concerns about this development, which will devastate two villages and surrounding farmland, as well as taking over 3,000 acres of productive farmland out of action.
I will keep Councillors updated on the progress of this application, which will have a massive impact on this area of Cambridgeshire.
			District Councillor Lay
Covered the Council Reorganisation and the importance of promoting and providing GoodSAM trained volunteers in our communities. GoodSAM is the world's largest mapping system for Defibrillators, Bleed Kits, Water Rescue and Fire Fighting Equipment. Councillor Lay is working towards free defibrillator training for all of the Woodditton Ward in the coming months. Dates and time will be provided through Parish Councils.

200125/5		TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF:
It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the Full Parish Council Meeting minutes of 18th November 2024 2as a true and accurate record of the meeting. Motion carried. 	Proposed TR Seconded GW

200125/6	OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (15 minutes)
At the close of this item, members of the public will no longer be permitted to address the Council unless invited to do so by the Chair
A member of the public noted the recent works to the pond had been noted by residents of Sheriffs Court as a vast improvement and it was also noted the pond is now steadily filling up naturally.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk64984647]200125/7	COUNCIL BUSINESS
a) [bookmark: _Hlk118107123]To review Maintenance Report and footpaths
TR circulated a detailed report to all before the meeting.  All areas noted on the report had now been actioned and resolved.  It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve spend of £19.94 for these repairs.  TR noted the soft closer on the phone box/book exchange had also been fitted.
								Proposed TR Seconded MB
b) Village Pond Update – Pride of Place
The Council were please to hear the psotive feedback after the intial pond works had been carried out.  The Council discussed the quotation sought for pond fencing and it was RESOLVED unanimously to approve the quotation from ML Partnership Landscaping for £2185 plus vat.  							Proposed TR Seconded MB
c) Kingsway Solar – Parish Council Response 
The Parish Council ratified their response as detailed below:
The parish council understands the need for deployment of renewable power and gas and would generally be supportive of small scale local projects as these form an important part in allowing agricultural businesses to contribute to reducing emissions and diversify. The industrial scale project proposed by Kingsway raises concerns.
The scale of the project is out of content with the local and wider area.
Removal of such a large parcel of agricultural land from food production as well as adding barriers to local young people looking to get into the farming industry with further loss of local agricultural jobs.
Concerns over the environmental impact to the local area and its wildlife and flora.
Impacts of the construction of a large scale infrastructure project in a rural area in regards to traffic and road safety for local people.
The addition of new land into the scheme to bypass local planning regulations will limit the input from local council from parish up to county level. Part C of the project does not take into regard the proximity to villages, homes and local businesses which will be adversely affected.
								Proposed AM Seconded TR
d) Update: Speeding in the Parish – LHI update and 2nd MVAS
TR updated that a site meeting with Cambridgeshire Highways had taken place regarding the 40mph signage and the council await confirmed plans from County Council.
The Council had been successful in securing a grant for £3040 from Wadlow Wind Farm for a new MVAS Unit to be sited at Burrough End.  It was unanimously RESOLVED to place an order for the new MVAS from Morelock for the sum of £3195.00 and to agree the install quotation from Balfour Beatty for £211.33.
								Proposed TR Seconded GW
e) Update: Playpark lease registration Land registry/Trustee ID
There was no update.
f) Neighbourhood Plan
The Council noted the community volunteers would be needed to enable the process to proceed.  TR to contact current volunteers and Clerk to establish Grant Funding Options and Consultation support. The matter will be deferred until March 2025 where the council will make a decision if to proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan.

200125/8	PLANNING 
TO DISCUSS: 
25/00044/FUL The Bungalow. Georgia House Stud, Burrough Green
Single storey extension and single storey porch 
The Parish Council has no objection to the application.
COMMENTS MADE/ AWAITING DECISION
24/01127/FUL Cedar Cottage, Brinkley Road, Burrough Green
Convert and extend the existing detached double garage into a one-bedroom annexe – Approved
24/01125/FUL 6 Brinkley Road, Burrough Green
Two storey rear extension and associated alterations - Refused
24/01125/FUL 65Brinkley Road, Burrough Green
Two storey rear extension and associated alterations - refused
24/00724/FUL Wyck Farm, Bradley Road, Burrough Green
Construction of a pair of farm workers cottages – pending consideration

200125/9	FINANCE
1. To approve payments and Bank Reconciliation up to 31st December 2024
a) Online Payments:
b) November
HMRC, Wages and Expenses				£590.36
McGregor Services – Grass cutting			£192.00
Unity Trust – Service Charge				£6.00
December
Red shoes Accounting – payroll				£46.80
HMRC, Wages and Expenses – phone box parts and repairs to play area	£384.14
ICO – Data Protection					£35.00
Unity Trust – Service Charge				£60.00
c) Income 						
Cambridgeshire Com – Grant Award 			£3040.00
It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve all payments and bank reconciliations. Motion carried. 								Proposed TR Seconded GW
	
200125/10	DIARY DATES –17th March 2025 6.30pm

200125/11	CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR
	It was RESOLVED by unanimous decision that Mr Paul McClenaghan be duly elected to fill the casual vacancy by co-option. All paperwork was sign in the presence of the Proper Officer.											Proposed TR Seconded GW

	Meeting closed at 19.16

……………………………………………………			………………………………………….

K Peck								T Rusk
Karen Peck							Tom Rusk
Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer				Chairman		
Burrough Green Parish Council				Burrough Green Parish Council
Dated: 17.3.2025

